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adere vOice their opinions,

uahts andconcerns
Mison Speaks

S Madison,the fourth
piesidet,and "The Fatherof
Our Constitution,"madethe
folloWing. atement: "We
havestt the whole of all
ourpolilical institutionsupon
th capacityof mankindfor
sclf’government,upon the
capacityof eachand all of us
10 governourselvecon
.1ol çurselvesto s*ii our
slves accordingto the Ten
Commandmentsof Clod."

How have wegottento the
point that everything wehave
done for 220 years in this
country is now suddenly
wrong and unconstitutional?

‘arties Unfsed
With the cu ban on

automatic weapons due to
endsoon, it seemsasthough
our political parties are clear

-ly unfocused.PresidentBush
said, "If Congress will pass
legislation extendingthe bill,
I will sign it."

That is like saying, "If we
get snow tomorrow in Texas
I’ll gve insuranceto themil

vwndemetcom. 77488D

West WoodsiUck Library New AdditioO, 1à*
Office Renovation Result of Community Efforts

B C. L. KELLY
THE REMINDER

WOODSTOCK - This past
summer,WestWoodstocklibrary
‘WWL patrons have been
detouredaroundtheyawninggap
of aonceintact small front yard
in orderto accessthe one story
white clapboardstructure. But
the slight inconveniencewill be
worth it, becauseas summer
yieldsto earlyfall, theslowincre
mental processof an addition
designedto addmore room to the
tiny library is gradually taking
shape.

"It’s been very cramped," said
chairmanof the building com
mittee, Gail White, about the
originalbuildIng. "You’d be sur
prised how many books are on
the shelves.The existing library
hasabout 5,000. We have a spec
tacularchildren’s section."

The approximate third of an
acre that houses the existing
library presented just enough
room for the erection of an
1820’s historic law office that
waspreviously dismantled, and a
new section that will connect the
one-room law office to the
library.

"We plan for this connectionto
house2,000books," saidWhite,
who hasbeena Woodstock resi
dent andneighbor to the library
for sevenyears. "This will give

us moreelbowroomas the exist
ing shelveswere madefor books
that were smaller. Modembooks
justtakeup more space."

The John F. William’s law

office, which wasused from the
early 1900sthrough the 1950sas
a library by the WestWoodstock
communityis similarin design

See"Library" inside
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_CKING up.AboUt have beenraisedthroughdonations, fund raisersandmatcL - from
Quinebaug ShetucketHeritageCorridor for West WoodstockLibrary’s new addition that ii connect to
the soon-to-beerectedandrestored historic John F. William’s law office. Photoby C L. Kelly.



Library ExpansionUnderway
Continuedfrom Page 1

- andsize to the McClellan law office
that was donatedby Woodstock to
SturbridgeVillage.

Accordingto White,who is alsoedu
cational curator at RoselandCottage,
just a handful of theseoriginal law
buildingsexist in Connecticut.

"They’reusedas shedsandthenthey
fall apaik," she said. "We’re going to
restorethe interior as it was in the
1820s. Early historical books anddis
playswill be putin there. We’re going
to ue it as an5 historical reference
space."

The former law office was in alamen
table condition before thebuilding com
mittee hatchedthe idea of moving the
buildingcloserto the existinglibrary and
renovating it through the assistanceof
Peter Hamm, of Historic Restorations,
Ltd., Wales,MA. "That is why it hadto
be dismantled,"White said. "It justdid
n’t havethestrengthto survivethe travel
downthe road. Yet, everypossiblepiece
thatwaspracticaltobesavedwas saved."

Thebuildingcommitteechair alsocredit
edgenerouscontractorsfor stretchingthe
ample individual donation dollars even
further. "We’ve been able to purchase
materialsat a reducedrate," she added,
naminghelpful companies.andindividu
als: Marcus Johnson of Senexet
Landscaping, Mason Chuck
McWilliams, Jolley Concrete, Chase
Building Supply and Eastford Building
Supply.

"Without the greatcommunitysupport
we’ve received,we would be unableto
do thisproject,"White admitted.

The library is alsorevampingtheircard
catalogsystem.

"We hadto do acompleteinventory
put. everything on the computer," said
LibrarianPat Pelloth aboutthe prepara
tions for an electronic databasethat will
offer a more easilyaccessedsearchand
trackingsystem."CraigTyler is someone
from our boardwho is very knowledge
able aboutcomputersandhe’s inputting
the information. It will probably take a
year."Besidespreservingthe antiquatedlaw

office, the association’sgoal to expand The library would like "computer
and improve the existing facilities was savvy" volunteerswhocould donateone

-
- * championedby QuinebaugShetucket to two hours per week assisting with

Heritage Corridor, which through two theseefforts. Also, enthusiasticvolunteer
grantshistoric preservationandpartner- workerswith carpentryskills are needed
shipprovidedatotal of$ 15,000to match to helpwith thenewconnectionconstruc

:Theapy, Rally monieseither funds raised or donatedto tion, whetherthat meansseeingthe pro
oen± corn for the association. Vokthteer.hours also ject through to its end, or committing

-

- counted towards the matching fund only an houror two.
requirement.Ongoing donations and Pleasecall Gail White at 974-1875or
fund-raising will be necessaryto com-. WWL at 974-0376with questionsor to

V I I I I 1 J I plete the project. which also includes volunteer. The West WoodstockLibrary
II I I I I 1 ‘ replacingan"ancient"andwoefully mad- is located at 5 Bungay Hill Connector,
I I I I I P i .1 I equategasbume#fix winter heating. WoodstockValley. The library’s email is:

"This will answerour needsfor years wwlibraryaccess-4-free.coni. The
- to come without being extravagant," library plans to host a fundraisersome

White said. "We’ve beenvery prudent." time in October.
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a GRAPHIC DESIGN

Surefooling. Cementfootingsthathavebeenmeticulouslyplacediii the groundfor West
WoodstockLibrary’snewadditionanderectionof thedismantledJohnF. William’s historic
law office, await theplacementof foundationalwalls. Volunteersandsubcontractorshave
helpedandwill continueto helpwith themoderatelypricedprojectPhotoby C. L. Kelly.
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