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The West Woodstock Library Association Historic Addition Project has moved
another step closer towards completion. Restoration specialist Peter Hamm has
completed his work on the John F. Williams Law Office. Following this Building
Committee volunteers Don Harding, Sam Hunter and Jeff Usher began their efforts. The
trio put in several days of work painting the building with spectacular results.

The Law Office paint color reflects its history and answers the need to maintain
the individual integrity of the building. You may remember the c. 1820 historic building
as white when it stood on its original location on the Williams property on route 171.
During the restoration of the structure examination of original clapboards revealed that
the white paint on the Law Office was a recent addition, probably from the middle of the
1900s. The early boards showed surviving traces of a darker color. An archival
photograph dating to the late 1800s substantiated this physical evidence. The image
shows the dark colored Law Office in its original location on Route 171, complete with
sign on the roof.

This information was important for planning the restoration of the Law Office.
The West Woodstock Library Association and the Connecticut Historical Commission
understood the importance of restoring the building to reflect its original condition as a
stand-alone structure on Route 171. Architect Evelyn Cole Smith took this into
consideration in her sensitive design. Application of the historically correct darker paint
color complements her design and maintains the individual integrity of the Williams Law
Office. The archival images will be on display in the library.





